£ 
g” 
e's) 
4+ 


1 A — 


PREACHED AT THE 


7 = 
Mr. Joszen ALEINE, 
7 - 


of Taxnton in Somterſetſhire. 


——— 


Rev. 14- 13. Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : yea, ſaith the Spirit, that 
they may reſt from their Labours, and their Works | 
| _ follow them. 


LONDON, 
Printed and are to be Sold by Nevil Simmong, 


4 | at the Prixces-Arms in St. Pauls Church-yard, 


1 


1672, 


FUNERAL 


{ 


Mr. GEORGE NEWTON late Miniſter | 4 


SERMON 


1 . 


Rt 


EC 41593 / 
Nu E 


DEER Be 


z «8 Py 
. 


TT ennn 


Luke 23. 28. 


Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not for me, 
but weep for your Selves, and for your 
Children. 


Wi: Subject fitter for this fad Occafion 


then a Theam of Weeping ? what Lan- 
guage can we better ſpeak, or fore a» 


grecable to the dark Providence that we are ut. 


der, then Sighs, and Cries, and Lamentations? 
how mercifxl was Ged to him, whom he hath'ts- 
ken to himſelf, and how ſevere to #3 , in this 
Stroke? and oh what hard and ſtupid hearts 
have we ? ſhould we be fo inſenfible of G6ds hea» 
vy Indignation, and our irreparable Loſs, a$'tb 
give him juſt occaſion to Complain, as in Fers- 
miab 5.3. I have ſmitten them and they have # 

grieved, You of this Congregation have tea 
to fit down in bitterneſs, becaxſe the A! 
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afSam, 1. 26. I am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother, 
very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me. 

But methinks I over-hear him, who being dead 
yet ſpeaketh , calling upon us in our Saviours 
Words, Weep wot for me. As for my own part, I 
have Reſt for Labour, Joy for Sorrow, Peace for 
Trouble, Eaſe for Pain; I fee] no aking Bones, 
no falling Fits, no ſtrained Sinews, no Diſtorti- 
ons, no Convulfions in the Grave. And for what I 
find in heaven you ſhall know when you come thi- 
ther. My refreſhing time is come, God hath 
now wiped clean away every Tear from my Eyes, 
and every drop of Sweat from my Face, and every 
Jad thought from my Heart 3 And therefore I for- 
bid your tears for me,JYeep not for me. But if your 
ſwelling Paffions muſt have vent, Conſider whoſe 
the Lok is. Alafs, it is #0s mine, but yours ; And 


therefore turn the Stream-into the right Channel, 
Weep _— me, but weep for your ſelves and for 
| 


your children. 

Theſe were our Saviours words ſometimes, in 
which he putsa ſiop upon the ſorrow & the tears 
of thoſe, who wept too much even at the Death 
of Chriſt himſelf. Dead he was in Law already, 
.condemned by Pilate, delivered to the Roman 
Band, to guard him to the Place of Execution. 

Such tragical appearances are uſually attended 
with a Multitude of Lookers on , and by how 
much the greater, and more remarkable the per- 
ſon is who 1s to ſuffer, ſomuch the greater is the 
Concourſe. And hence it was that ſuch a heap 
of people followed Chriſt, on whom the cyc5,of 
the whole Nation of the Jews were fixed though 


with different affecions 3 Some to owe Bm 
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from a reſcue, fometo chin andderide him, 
ſome to gaze upon thePriſoner,and to obſerve his - 
carriage in his dead March, & ſome toſce the Exe- 
cution. Among the reſt, there were a fort of” 
people that bewailed his Death, of whom it is ob- 
ſerved that they expreſt their grief in tears. I 
make no queſtion there were mex that wept, but 
becauſe women uſually have moitter brains,and leſs 
command upon their pafſions, and fo are more 
inclinable to vent their ſorrow in a flogd of tears 
then men, eſpecially,becaulſe their paſſions are not 
much regarded neither 3 fo that there. was no 
fear or danger though they were free and open in 
their ſorrow. Hence it is that there is no notice 
taken of any other tears but theirs, in the Verſe 
before the Text, and that our Saviour turns him-' 
ſelf, and dire&s his Speech to them in the words: 
that have been read, Darghters of Feruſalem, br 
- for me, but for your ſelves, and for your chil-' 
YeMs x x 

Now in this Speech of Jeſus Chriſt we have e-- 
fpecially to be conſidered two things, a prohibi-' 
tion and a permiſſion. In the firſt place we have' 
the prohibition of our Saviour, in which he forbid- 
deth them co weep, Daughters of Feruſalem, weep 
* not for me. Andin the ſecond place we have his 
permiſſion in which he alloweth them to weep 3 buz 
') weep for your ſelves, and for your children. And 
| yet you ſee hedoth not croſs himſelf neither, he / 
® doth not here command and forbid the fame ' 
things in the ſame reſpe& but in relation to a * 
diverſe obje&t. In relation 0 bi-nſelf he forbid- 
deth them to weep, weep not for me. In rela- 
tion to ghemſelves, he alloweth them to weep, 
A 3 bz 
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Þue weep for your Selves, and for your Chil- 
a | 

\ The total final and irreparable ruine of Feru- 
ſelem was nearat hand, our Saviour had it in his 
eye when he ſpake theſe words. He wept apace 
for this himſelf but a little while before, as you 
may ſce, Luke 19. 41. He beheld the City and wept 
over it. Firſt he beholds it with his cye, and then 
his eye affects his heart > Wo and alals ! faith he, 
(while in a pang of holy pity and compaſſion, the 
tea15come flowing down his checks) If thou badjt 
known even thou at leaſt in this thy day the things 
which belong unto thy peace,but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. And therefore he alloweth them to 
weep tor this, who were to have a ſhare and porti- 
on in that dreadful deſolation.But for himſelt who 
willingly ſubmitted to the death which he was 
leading to, and all the other circumſtances of his 
paſhon who was beloved of him who had ap- 
pointed and deſigned him toit, who was God as 
well as Man and therefore able to endure it, and 
to. overcome it too 3 and who was ſhortly to be 
reſtued from the jaws of death, and fo trium- 
phantly to enter into Glory : He forbiddcth thim 
fo weep, weep not for me, but weep for your ſelves, 
and for. &c. 2 

' * So that the purpoſe of our Saviaur is not whol- 
ly to ſuppreſs, but to reFifie their ſorrow. They 
wept. tor him out of a childiſh kind of pity, but 
they wept not for their fins, nor the unſeen cala- 
mities that were about to come upon them. And 
ther: oze Chriſt endeavours to' withdraw their 
ſorrow from the wrong, and fix it on the right ob- 


jc&. And to this end he ſhews them why they 
| ke 4 ' ſhould 
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ſhould not weep, and oh they ſhould. Weep not 
for . me, but pi your ſelves, and for your chil- 


dren. Two, Obſervations lie before us in the 

Text, The firſt, That it is ot unlawful nor unfit 

ſometimes ta expreſi our grief in tears. The fe- 

cond, That we are very ſubjedt to miſplaze our grief, 

and to miſtake the ground and objedt of our ſorrow. 1 

So ſpeak to thele in order beginning with the 
rſt, 

DoF. That it is not unlawful nor unfit ſome- 
times to exprels our grief in tears. 

We have our Saviours warrant for it in the 
Text, weep for your ſelves, and for your children. 
* There weep and weep on. How often are we cal- 
led upon to weep in Scripture ? Oh what a cloud 
of weepers ſhall we tind there, who are all wit- 
neſſes to this great truth ! And ſome of them the 
wiſeſt and the bolieft mentioned in the Book of 
God, without exception, Our Saviour Chriſt 
himſelf the holy One, and the Wiſdom of God, 
was a very great Weeper. He was 8 nat of ſor- 
rows, not of a few, but many ſorrows, Iſa. 53. 3. 
You never read he {aughedin all his Story, but you 
find he wept often. In the dayes of his fleſh he 
offered up ſirong cries and tears to God, Heb. '5. 7. 
He wept for his beloved Lazarus, Fobn 11. 35- 
And if we do the like on this occaſion we have'a 
great Example in our eye, He melted over poor 
undone Feraſalem with many tears, who had 
over-paſs'd the day of her gracious Vititation. 

Look up and down among the poor afflicted and 
difireſſed people of the Lord,8 you ſhall find that 
tears have been as ordinary wich them, as. their 
daily tood, Thon feedeſt them,laith 4ſapb, Pſal. 
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$0. 5. with the bread of tears, and giyeft them 
zears to drink. Tears were both their meat and 
drink, and it ſeems they had their fall of this 
Diet. This was the Legacy our Saviour left co 
his Diſciples, ye ſhall weep, John 16. 20, It is 
* obſerved of the'Saints, they ſow in tears, they go 
forth weeping, bearing precious Seed, Pſalm 126. 
5- Their time of ſowing, is a time oft weeping. 
They ſow in ſhowry weather, in a rainy time, the 
Seed they ſow moſt commonly is ſicep'd in tears, 
Mine eye (faith holy David) is conſumed with grief, 
Pſal. 6.7: He wept ſo much that he was ſhriv]ed 
up to nothing like a bottle the ſmoak, aS his own 
expreſſion is, Pſal. 119. 83. . 

You ſee then it is not unlawful, nor wifi. ſome- 
times to expreſs our grict in tears. But you will 
.ask me what thoſe times are. I will tell you in a 
word. Sinning times, and ſuffering times , are 


weeping times, A word or two of theſe in or- - 


der. 


I. Sinning times, are weeping times. And that | 


whether they be {inning times, with others, or our 

Ntlpes. | 
I. Sinning times with others, muſt be ſorrow- 
img times, withus. Our Saviours bowels rowl'd 
within him, when he look'd about, and ſaw the 
bardnefi ot the peoples hearts, Mark 3. 5- Rivers 
of waters run down mine eyes (faith holy David to 
the Lord. Pſal. 119. 136, ) becaufe men keep not thy 
Law. Itthey will not hear ſaith Feremiab, Chap. 
13. 17. My ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for their 
pride, and mine eyes ſhall veep ſore and run dovon 
wVith tears. My Soul and Eye (hall weep together. 
You ſhall obſerve that thoſe whom God appointed 
ey tQ 
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to be marked and ſingled out for preſervation, 
in a common. deſolation , were &h as fgbes 
#1d cryed for the abominations of Fergſalem, Ezck. 
9. 4. Theydid not only keep themſelves from 
the abominations of the time and place on 
which the providence of God had caft them, 
but they mourned for them in others. They 
were not meere abſtainers, but they were 
mourners weepers too, and fo were ſnatched 
as fire-brands out of the burnings , and ſet as 
monuments of the mercy of God. 

Brethren, if you defixe to be preſerved in times 
of common defolation , when the Judgments of 
the Lord are abroad upon the earth, and on the 
places of your habitation, and to be ſafe ix the 
day of bis anger, «work your hearts to-this tem- 
per, while other men are ſinning, be you mour- 
ing > While others are committing horrible abo- 
minationsz; be you lamenting and bewaili 
them, ſighing and crying for thoſe abominations. 
That when God comes to viſit, he may find the 
ſighs breathing from your hearts, the drops 
1ming down your. cheeks , and all about you 
wet with tears. 

2. And as finning times with others fo our 
own ſinning times eſpecially, muſt be our weeping 
times. Though David were a man, yet 
he was a great ſinner, apd ſo he was a great 
weeper. . Ii Pſalm 6. 6, we find him even 
drowned in tears. All the night long( faith he ) 
I make my bed to ſwim, and water my Conch with 
my tears. An Hyperbolical expreſſion of un- 
meaſurable weeping: So, Mary Magdalen had 
much forgiven ' her , and thereupon the —_ 
A Imuc 
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much, and wept much. Yea ſhe made a bath 
of tears, in which ſhe waſhed the feet of Chriſt, 
Like 7. 37. It is obſerved of the yuoye of the 
'Fews, that when they had ſurveyed their mon- 
ftrous ſins, they drew forth water ( out of the 
Fountaines of their guilty eyes) and poured it 
before the Lord, 1 Sam. 7.6, When once 
their hard and rockie hearts were ſmitten with 
remorle, they melted into tearss They wept 
by Buckets, not by Drops. It is a woful frame of 
heart, when men can (tn, but cannot ſorrow. 

2. As finning times are weeping times, ſo 
ſuffering times are weeping times. And that 
whether they be ſuffering times with others or 
our ſelves. 

I. Suffering times with others, muſt be ſor- 
rowing times with us. We muſt weep with 
them that weep. The Holy Ghoſt himſelf takes 
notice” of it, as remarkable, in Nehemiah Chap. 
IT. 4. that when be heard of the difireſſes of his 
brethren , he ſate down ( as one aſtonied ) and 
wept and mourned certa n daies. And Feremish 
crycth outin ſuch a caſe, Oh that my head were 
waters ( nothing elſe )) aud mine eyes a fountain of 
zears, ( both eyes one fountain ) that T might 
weep day and night ( without ceſſation ) for the 
flain of the Daughters of my people. It is our du- 
ty , to remember them that are in bonds, «s bound 


. with them, and them that are diſftreſed , and 


broken and undone, as if we our ſelves were broken 
and undone with them. Oh let it not be ſaid of 
any of us, that we ſwigz in pleaſures, while our 
brethren ſwim in tears, That we have lain up- 


| on our colily bed5, and firetched our ſelves 


upon 
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upon our couches, that we have eaten the Lambs 
out of the flock, and the Calves out of the ſtall, 
that we have chanted to the Viol and invented 


Eintiruments of muſick to our ſelves , that we 


drink Wine in bowls, but are not greived for the 
affliction of Foſeph, Amos 6. 4, 5, 6. 

2. And as when others are afflicted, ſo whey 
we our ſelves are ſo, it 15a proper time to weep. 
The poor diſtreſſed Church draws up a cato- 
logue of all her troubles, Lamentations 1. 12. &ec 
and then conchudeth at the 16. Verſe, for theſe 
things TI weep, mine eye , mine eye, runeth | 
with water. Yea ſhe complains that ſhe had 
wept ſo much, that her eyes did faile with tears, 
Lam. 2. 11, I might give you other Scrip- 
turcs, where you fhall fnd them flowing abun- 
dantly on ſuch occafions, But this may fatiſhe 
to ſhew you, that it 3s not unlarful, wor unfit, 
ſomtimes to expreſs our greif in tears And what 
thoſe weeping times are? times of ſinning, and 
times of ſuffering , cither with others, or with our 
ſelves. REP : 

Uſe I. They are miſtaken then, whe think 
it an unworthy and unmanly thing to weep , to 
codrop a tear at any time, as if it argued tecble- 
nels of mind, , and imbecility of ſpirit. How 
many dareing*Galants are there in the world, 
who deſpiſe Gods mourners, and look on ſuch 
as weep, for the abomiuations, or the deſolations 
of the times 3 as a company of poor weak low 
ſouls. And yet Hezekiah wept, and David wept, 
even till he drowned himſelf in tears z who not- 
withſtanding was as gallant and as bravea man, 
as ever lived. The wile man tels us, that there 

vhs | 
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a fire to weep, Eclel. 3. 4 And where faith 
he of morning thou art mad, and of ſorrow , 
what is it that thou doeſt ? as he doth of joy and 
Laxghter. Where,do you find a bleſſing poured 
our on laughter, as you do on tears and mour- 
ning ? There arc but nine Beatitudes and this is 
one, Bleſſed are they that mourn, for tbey ſhall be 
comforted, Matth. 5. 4. And therefore they 
deceive themſelves, who ſcorn mourners, and 
Lbour to put on that Apathie and Indolence, 
which is ſo much commended by the Stoicks ; 
Who think it is their Patience, and inſupera- 
ble Fortitude of mind, to be diſquieted with 
nothing, neicher fins, nor ſufferings, o far at 
teaft, as to ſhed tearss There Patience 1s it ? 
No, *tis their ſenſleſneſs. I have ſmitten them 
and they have not greived,faith God of hardned 
Iſrael, Fer. 5. 3. Itis not Patiexce but Stupi- 
dity, that he bewaileth there in that people. 

Uſe 2. What ſhall we think of thoſe who 
have no time for tears, or ſorrows : They ſpend 
their daies in mirth, and pleaſure, and chaſe 
away all fad thonghts from their hearts be the 
occaſion what it will, or what it canz Theſe 
are merry men indeed,I wiſh they would but fad- 
ly lay to hcart theſe few Conſiderations, and I 
ſhall paſs on to a third Uſe, 

I. It is a foo!liſh thing, to melt away in mirth 
and laughter , eſpecially at ſuch a time , when 
there is nothing upon every fide but cauſe of 
ſorrow. No queſizon they conceive it is their 
wiſdom to be lively till, however matters go , 
and to drive away forrow from their hearts. 
But what faith Solomon, the wiſeſt man that 
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ever lived, Eecleſ. 7. 4. The wiſe mans beart is in 
the bouſe of mourning. If his body be not there,yer 


his heart at leaſt, is there: But on the other fide, 


the beart of Fools is 3n the houſe of mirth. You 
know they uſe to paint Fools langhing, and Wiſe 
Men, with a ſerious grace compoſed look. And 
ſurely there is ſomething in it, but the Fool hath 
not the wit to pick it out. 

2. And as it is a fooliſh thing, (o it is a fifedt 


, thing, to give onr fſclves to mirth and laughter 


when God calleth us to ſorrow. Itis a fin which 


| | God doth hardly, (ifat all forgive, ) we find that 


he hath ſealed the Committers of it up to wrath, 


- and bound the guilt of this Iniquity upon their 


ſouls never to be removed again. That is a flame- 
ing - ſentence which we find, 1ja. 22. 12. 


2 were formidable Judgments which the Lord had 
) threatned, and aQually inflicted on the Jews« 


And thereupon he looked they ſhould have car- 


{ ried and demeaned themſelves like Mourners, like 
men that were extreamly ſenſible of his diſplea- 
ſure, and much affeQed with his hand upon them. 
But they deſpiſed and ſighted all, and gave them- 
ſelves to mirth and pleaſure, and ſwaggered in a 
” braving way. And what was theevent and iſſue 
of it? Surely this Iniquity ſhall not be purged from 
' you till you die. 


3- And asitis a fooliſh, anda finful thing, fo 
it is a dangerous thing. There is a fearful woe de- 
nounced to ſuch as laugh; tor they ſhall mourn. 
The Lord will one day turn their vain and fooliſh 
mirth, to weeping and lamentation. ; It will be 


' Gall and Wormwood in the lattex:cnd. They 
{ that arc always making merry, - and nevcr grieve 
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at the diftreſs of the ok, they ſrall go captive 
with the firſt, as God denounceth, Amos 6.7. Who- 
ever eſcape they ſhall be fare to have their por- 
tion. The Lord Will ſer them in the front to un- 
dergo the ſharpeſt brunt, and the moſt fierce en- 
counter of his vengeance. And though they bear 
it out a while, the Lord will furely meet with 
them another day,when they ſhall have their pore 
ion there, where there is #othing elſe but weeping 
end wailing, and guaſhing of teeth. They that do 
nothing elec bxt laugh in this world, ſhall do no- 
thing elſe bt weep in that to come. And all their 
carnal joy will prove like ctechling of thorns under 
-@ pot, {oon in and ſoon out, and flaſhes of light- 
ning before eternal fire. 

Uſe 3. And therefore in the third place, ſince 
there are times to grieve, and toexpreſs our gricf 
In tears, lt this be a Caveat to us not to look for too 
much joy in this world. Let us noft'caſt too much 
upon it, leſt we be diſappointed and deceived. It's 
that weare very apt to cozen and delude our felves 
about, when we are on a merry pin, and flouriſh 
in a proſperous eſtate, it is our manner to conclude 
that we ſhall never have a ftorm again, and that | 
this happy time will never end. And fo we run | 
npon a double inconvenience, we grow remils in 
making preparation for a time of ſorrow, and | 
when it comes upon us unexpected it cuts the | 
deeper, and diſquiets us the more. How often |: 


hall you hear it from the mouths of ſorne, when | 


any heavy Croſs betals them, alas they never ; 
dream'd of this, they never look'd to ſee this dole- 
ful day. The weaker and unwiſer they. Did 
they not know what they arc, bor #o trouble,as the 

| n ſparkes 
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ſarkes fly upward, ſothat they have a natural ten- 
dency to it? that they are wandring in a vale of 
tears 3 In which they muſt look cat for many 
ſtorms. It was a pretty Speech of Sexeca,Dolor &* 
voluptas invicem cedunt, $revior voluptas 3 Joy and 
forrow have ſtill their turns and entercourſes 
here, but joy (moſt commonly) hath the ſpeedi- 
eſt Ailparch. And therfore in the midſt of joy,let 
us be wiſely caſting vpon times of ſorrow, and 
making preparation and proviſion for them. And 
chat you may not faint either in the ſenſe and feet- 
ing, Or in the apprehenſion and - Mou of them 3 
I (hal drop down a few Cordials. ' 

I. The times of tears and ſorrow, are better for us 
#hen the times of mirth & laughter. And hence faith 
Solomon, in the fore-alledged Scripture,Feeleſſ9.2. 
Ht is better to go to the houſe of mourning = tothe 
houſe of feaſting. It is not a more ples E 
beth isa -__ profitable good, 3 chorgh po ore 
more delightful,yet it is more beneficial to be where 
there are tears and lamentations., then to be where 
there is nothing elſe but laughter, And thatupon 
theſe two a”, , 

I. Times rief and tears, are for grace. 
They fit us for” the work of Tears ES 
fouls. They ſettle us, and fix us, and make us 
capable of good imprefhions, When there is no- 
thing elſe but mirth, we have light and frothy 
ſpirits,our fancies rove,our thoughts and our ima 


1 _ ginations wander ; But when the Lord preſenteth 


nothing elſe before our cyes but tears and lamen- 
tations, thiscalleth home our thoughts, it renders 
us unto our felyes,” and makes us fit for holy mo- 
tions, We {ce i by expericrience, that the very 

men, 
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men, who when they arc upon a merry pin, are 


ſenſleſs and incapable of any good, they have ſuch” 


vain and foaliſh hearts : when they are brought 
into a melting frame, then they.arc mild and eame 
as lambs, then they are pliable and flexible, and. 
traQable; ſo that a little child may lead them. If 
you viſit them, if you counſel and adviſfe-them 
for their good, then you ſkall have their ears, and 
hearts too. | | 
2. Andas the times of griet aud tears prepare 
for grace, ſo they increaſe and further grace, Grace 
will ſpring and grow the more for ſuch ſhowers 
as theſe are. It proſpers better in a moiſt and wa- 
sred then ina dry and barren ſoyl. And if you 
ſearch the ſacred Story, you will find {the 
greateſt IVeepers to have been the greateſt $aints. 
As David, Peter, yea, our Saviour Chriſt himſelf. 
Indeed this precious Seed delights to have fuch 
dews as theſe the Sced of Prayer,of Repentance 
ca, that Immortal Seed, the Word of God, doth 
eft when it is ſown in tears. When we repent in 
"ears, our hearts relent and melt moſt. When 
we preach and pray in tears, we move our (clves 
and others molt 3 — Si vis me flere dolendim, —| Eft 
prius ipſe tibi. This Seed when it is watred thus 
ſprings up the faſter, and bringeth forth the more 


plentiful increaſe. | 
2. Theſe times of gricf and tears will exd at 


laſt, and end 3# joy. Tou ſhall weep (faith Chriſt to- 


his Apoliles,) bt your ſorrow ſhall be turned ito joy. 
They that ſow in tears. ſhall reap in joy > and be that 
goes forth weeping, bearing precious ſted, ſhall doubt-- 
left come again with rejoycing, bringing bs ſheever 


with him, There is no doubt no queſtion fo be 


made 
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ſhall be merry altogether. When once he comes + 
| to Gods immediate preſence, he ſhall have joy,fult © 
Y joy, yea, the foulneft of joy, Pſal- 16. laſt. In his" 


| =. 
made of that, and thelae it is bound with an 
Aſſeveration, which takes away all ſcruple from 
ic, he ſhall doxbzlefs come again with rejoycing, 
bringing his ſheaves with him. Ir is the cuſtome 
every where to have goodichear, and to be merry 
when they reap .So it was among the Jews, as you 
tnay ſee Dexd.16.13,14. And therefore this iSuſed 


| InScripture to exprels the greateſt joy,Iſs.9.3. The 
| fhall rejoyce before thee according to the joy of on 
| So though the Chriftian ſows in rainy weather, in 
a weeping time, all ſhall he ſweet and calm, and 
fair, when the reaping time comes. He ſhall 
: ſit down with Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob 
| ithe Kingdom of Heaven, feeding on the hidden 

| Manna, and drinking of the pure and chryſtal 


River of Water of Life, procecding, from the 
Throne of God, arid of the Lamb, and there they. 


preſence is fulnefl of joy and pleaſures for ever- 
more, | | 
3- The joy that is to come will pay for all. 
It will be ſuch, fo plentiful and overflowing, 
that it will make a full amends for all your pre- 
ſent tears and ſorrow; It will quite overcome 
the ſenſe, and the remembrance of them. Alas, 
our trouble here is nothing, in. compariſon, 
ic is a light and cafie Burcthen: Our afffition 
is but ſhort, it continues but s momentz but 
the time is drawing nigh, when this little light” 
ſorrow, ſhall be wholly ſwallowed up in exdleſs 
and unutterable joy: This ſhort affli&tion which 
lafteth but ' a ntoment, ſhall end in everlaſting .and 
B wnmixed 


C18) 
unmixed pleaſurer, 2 Cor. 4.' 17. It worketh 
fox us, a fax more exceeding and cternal weight 
of glory.: Oh what tranſporting comfort 1s there 
many times, in, reaping the firſt fruits gt the 
Spirit, that we are reagy to cry out! it the. firſt 
fraits be ſo ſweet, what wall the Harveſt be ? 
If theearneſt be ſo great, what will the Poſſeſſion be 3 
When we {hall be filled,and ſatisfied, with-the de- 
lights that heaven ,yiclds to all eternity.I could 1ay 
as Petcy once, It 4 good to be here, let 145 build Ta- 
bernacles bere, But I muſt haften to another Ob- 
{crvation. 7.7; 


DoF. That we are very.ſubje& to miſplace our 
gricf, and to miſtake the Ground and Obje& of 
our forrow.. | E234 

So did theſe Daughters of  Ferrſalem you fe, 
they wept where they ſhould not, and they wept 
#9t where they ſhould, And therefore Chrift 
corrects their ſorrow in the Text 3 Dangers of 
Jeruſalem, weep not for me, but weep for your ſelves, 
and for your children. A great part of the fin, aud Þ 
——_— that hath invaded. humane nature, 
confilts in _the diſorder and diſtemper of our 
patlions and affections. z and lies eſpecially in two 
things.cithcr when we anfi the right ,obje@,or tranſ- | 
grcſs be juſt meaſure ; When, they arc- either ill 
Placed, or ill proportioned : When we miſtake in Þ 
cither of them, When we are troubled where, 
we ſhould not, or too much troubled where we 
ſhould ;' we are. much. to be condernned « And 


both of theſe we are very fubjee to. | The tri | » 


' 15 pertinent to Our purpoſe , we arcextreamly 
apt 4ogrieve and to be #roublcd where we ſhowl#@ oy 


| (19) _ 
* It is no wonder that we find Eſan faulty here; 
miſtaking in the obje&t of his ſorrow ; He 
Jonght Repentance, and ſought it carefully with 
tears as you may ſee, Heb. 12.17, But what 
Repentance did he {cek With tears? Alas he miſſed 
his mark, he ſought not his own, but his Fathers 
Repentance ; teign he would have his Father to 
Repent of his pouring out the bleffing on his 
younger brother Facob, and confequantly to re- 
voke it, and. to call it back again: But when 
he ſaw that was not to be done, and heard his 
Father ſay, Thawe bleſſed him, and be ſhall be bleſ- 
ſed, be lifted up his voice and wept, Gen. 27. 38, 
Yea the Apoliles and Diſciples of our Saviour 
Chriſt himſelf miſtook in, this, that they mi{- 
applyed their ſorrow. They were extreamly grie- 
ved and troubled that Chriſt was ready to depart, 
and to withdraw his fleſhly preſence trom them': 
whereas he tells them plainly, 1: is expedient for you 


| thatTgo away, John 16. 7. Itis not only ex- 


pedient for me, but it is cxpedient for you» fo 
that here was no real cauſc of griet and forrow. 
And hence our Savicur puts a ſtop upon it, Fohx 
I4- I. Let not your bearts be troubled, q. d. I 


| fce that you miiplace your grief, Come it muſt 


not beſo; I will not have it to be ſo; lee not 


| your hearts be troubled. | 


Poor Mary was greatly at a loſs in this parti- 
cular, ſhe ſtood beſide the ſepulcher of Chriſt weep- 
ing, John 20. 11, Why what's the matter? 


| The Body of the Lord is gone. Had ſhe found 


him dead there, it ſeems ſhe had been very well 
content : So that her grief and 1». row was 1n- 
deed ( although ſhe did not underſtand it , and 

B 2 intend 


nay —_—— 


(20) | 
intend it ſo ) that Chriſt was Riſen. She ſhould 
have wept over an wnbelicving beart , ( that 
doubted of the Refurre&ion of her Saviour) and 
not over an empty Grave, from which his Body 
was; deliver'd; God having loos'd the pains of 


Death, becauſe it was not poſſible that he ſhould 


be holden of it, As 2. 24. 

I might add other inſtances, but theſe may 
Ntisfhe to clear the point ; That we are very 
fubje&t to miſplace our grief, and to miſtake 
the ground and obje& of our forrow* And 
there are two eſpecial cauſes of it, viz. Either 
becauſc our widerſtanding 3s miſled, or our Af- 
feftions are miſlaid. 

Reaf. r. Somtimes we are very Subje& to 
miſplace our gricf, becauſe our uttderbending is 
miſled. We do not Judg aright of that, which 
's Indeed the only, or the greateſt cauſe of trou- 
-le, Some apprehend their tears are fitter to 
oe ſpent on their AfiGions, then their ſms : 
They ſce no great hurt in fin, but they feel 
much in Aﬀidion; Affidtion is a grievous 
thing to them; but corruption is not ſo. There 
3s a principle in Nature which makes a man 
averſe from penal evil, but there is none at all, 
that maketh him averſe from ſinfwl evil: So 
that a man needs nothing elſe but Nature to 
make him ſenſible of penalevils of AﬀMiQtions, 
but he needs more then Nature, to make him 
ſenſible of ſin : And hence it is, becauſe the 
greater part of men have nothing elſe but Na- 
ture in thcm, that they are fo exceedingly at- 
fected with the one, and fo regardlcls of 
the other, 

Now 
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' Now theſe Afett;ons follow apprebenſions , 45 
they always do; They are miſtaken in their 
judgments, and fo they miſapply their piiſions ; 
They look upon their fins as fmall matters, but 
they amplifie their traub!es and afflitions, as 
he in the Poets, I am ten times, twenty times, an 
hundred times miſerable z And hence they weep 
for their Afiictions and will not be comforted 
while they have not a tear to ſpend upon their 
fins z And his in probability was Tſraels caſe, 
Fer. 30: 15- They were cxtreamly trouble4 
at the miſeries that were upon them, but they 


* were little troubl'd at their fins; They cry'd 


becauſe of their Aﬀidtionsz they did not only 
figh and mourn and grieve and weep, but more 
then ſo they cry'd aloud 3; which ſhews extemity 
of ſorxow : But we hear nothing of any forrow 
for their fjas- And therefore God comes in 
and interrupts them, why what's the 'matter 
with you; can you tell why you take on in this 
faſhion * IWhby crieſt thou for thine sfflidiom ? thy 
ſorrow # incurable, for the mulitude of thine Ini- 
quity : becauſe thy ſins are increaſed. 

And fo for penal evils, they miliake there too 
They think that te-poral Fudgments, are greater 
and heavicr then firitual Judgments : They 
take the bodily plague, to be worle then the 
plague of the heart : a famine of carn, then the 


famine of the word and ſo they grieve more 


tor the one, then for they other and they had 
rather loſe their Saviour, then their Hygs : That 
15 the facft reaſon then, why we miſplace our 
grief, Bccaule our underſtanding is milled. 
2. The ſecond is, Becauſe our AﬀeTtion is 
pi B 3 miſlei 


| , (22) 

maid, 1 mean our loves, For love is the egm- 
mander of our other paſſions: It is the tirſt 
and great wheel of the ſoul, that carrics all the 
xcſt about, and governs them as it pleaſeth. 
Love is the ſtrongelt of the paſſions and Aﬀe- 
ions, and therefore all the reſt yield to it, and 
are greatly ſway*d by it : And by this mcans it 
comes to pals, that if we miſplace our Love, 
we are in danger to.milplace exr ſorrow ; For we 
ſhall ſurely grieve for that moſt , which we love 
beſt, whether it be beſt or not. Oh what a 
dcal of vain unneceſſary ſorrow, do many throw 
themſelves into, by miſapplying this AtkCtion ! 
Their love is ſettled where it fhould not be, or 
it is ſtronger then it ought to be, to ſuch a triend, 
to ſucha comfort, to ſuch a relation, and when 
they find a diſappointment by the removall, or 
the chang of that which they have ſet their hearrs 
too much upen, their grief 15 anſwerable to thcir 
love, Strong affections ( cſpeciafly when they 
miſcarry in the object of them ) do caſt men 1n- 
to ſtrong Aﬀidtions. _ 

Oh how was David overcome with the death 
of Abſalom! though yet indeed, the cutting of 
Him off, was a great and ſignal mercy, to him- 
felt ,and to his people. And therefore Foab even 
rates him for 1t 2 Sam. 19. 5. and tollowing 
zerſcs. Saith he, Thou haſt ſham'd this day the 
Faces of all thy ſervants who have ſav'd thy life, and 
tbe life of thy Sons, and of thy Daughters, and thy 
Wires : Since thou haſt lov'd thine Enemies, and 
batcd thy Friends, and haſt declar'd this day, that 
z#bou rcgardeſt neither Princes nor Servants : And I 
perceive#bat if Abſalom bad lized, and all we Lact 
: ie 


Os, ow | 
died this day,it would have pleaſed theewell. You ſee 
the reaſon of his immoderate & overflowing ſ{or- 
row for him,was his inordinate Aﬀedtion to him: 


Which was ſo out of meaſure great, that when he 


| heard the news, his pafſon wreught, and he 
was haſting to a room to give it vent. But alas, 
he cannot hold till he come thither ,' but dif- 
charges at the ſtayrs as he is going up, 2 Sam. 
18. 33. He wept as he went and ſaid, O my Son 
! "Abſalom; my Sor, my Sou Abſalom, would God I 
bad died for thee, O Abſalom, my Sox, my Son. 
You ſee then both thae, and;why, we are fo rea- 
dy to miſplace our grief, and to miſapply our 
IYOW.s 
Uſe. The application of the point ſhall 'be for 
Caution, and Direfion, both together 3 To watch 
our hearts againſt it, that ſo we lay not out our 
tcars amiſs; Be circumfpe&t that' you do not 
miſplace your grief, and that you do not miſtake 
the ground and object of your forrow ; like 
theſe poor Daughters of Feruſalem, who wept 
where they ſhould not, and wept not where 
they ſhould. Oh what a deal of grict do ſome 
men waſte away, when there is no cauſe at all ! 
How do many men take on,when they are croſt in 
proſecution of their luſts, and hindred in theig 
fins, which is indeed a great mercy? © Oh whac 
floods of tears do ſome men pour out upon 2 
petty flight occaſion, at a trifting accident ! k 
- Beloved, tears if they be ſhed aright, are pre- 
cious things God puts them wp into his Bottle, 
as if they ' were of great value; And yer ſome 
lay them out on nothing. How will they weep, 
and grieve, at any diſappointment in ici {mall 
B + affairs 


— ka A a. 6. a - 


WY M+yM oAaS BOWS = Io POR 


Mz 


(24) 

affairs, any miſcarriage in their buſineſs , any 
little petty loſs, any unkindneſs from their 
friends., or nezghbours, any affront or provo- 
cation jn the leaſt degreez nay if they be but 
croſſed of their wills; though it be beſt indeed 
- they ſhould: All thejr ſorrgw is beſtowed on 
lietle trifling inconſiderable things. Why, my 
beloved, have yenot other manner of things 
then theſe to: grieve for? what think you of 
your own fixs, with all their bloody aggrava« | 
tions ? what think you of the borrible Abomi- ' þ 
nations, and woful deſolations of the Land? and | 
of all the wrath of God, that hath: been Jately 
rnanifeſted and reveal'd trom Heaven againſt us, 
more wayes then I am able toexpreſs?- I might 
be very large in ſhewing you particularly: and 
diftinaly, both what you howld, and what you 
Jheals not grieve for; and giving you directions 
Sm the word of God about it.. But becauſe 
the time ſpends, and I would not be prevented 
of that which I have principally in my eye, I 
ſhall paſs over many other things that ſo I may 
apply my felt to the occation. , 
| Methunks I ſee the clouds gather, and return 
after the Rain ; And out ot quettion many of 
you are come: hither with a ſufficient ſtock of 
forrow : your hearts are full of grief, and your 
fouls full of trouble, and your bottles full of tears , 
brim full. ” You have ' drawn water, and arc 
ready to pour it out before the Lord this day. 
My work fhall be to' guide: you, and direct 
you C with our Saviour 1a the Text ) how to be- 
ſfiow theſe tears. and how to ſpend this ſorrow, 
-that you may not weep in v2in, I fay to you + 
iſt. 
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(097 'S 
Chriſt doth to the Daughters of _—_—_— (with 
a little alteration ) weeep nut for vim, whom the 
Lord hath taken from you, but weep for your. 
ſelver,' and for your children. 

1. Weep not for bim. I know the Joſs of ſuch 
an Able; Faithful, Painful, Zealous Miniſter. of 
Chriſt, as.he was 3 ought to be very much be- 
wailed ; Men of ſuch hidden worth as he had 
in him, and of ſuch publick uſfe and ſervice .;n 
the Church, ſhould not be raked up in their 
Graves, without tears, and lamentations : Fg- 
aſh a wicked King wept for a good Prophet, and 
that with very great atf. ion, 2 Kings 13. 14. 
He wept over his face and ſaid, My Father,my F ather 
the Chariots of Ifrael & the Horſmen thereof. And if 
you rmark the carriage of the Saints, when ſuch 
as he ( I mean our dear and worthy Brother 
have been taken from them, it. would warrant 


- 
. 


' all the tears you have to ſpend on this oecaſfion, 


Jn the firſt of Kings 13.30. you hind a Prophet, 
burying a Prophet, and melting over him when 


he Inter!d him; He laid bis Carcaſe in the Grave 


and mourned over him, and ſaid Alas my Brother 1 
How ſolemnly did Iſrael lament the death of 
Samuel, & made their grief as remarkable & pub- 
lick as their loſs, 1 Sam.25.1. It is obſerved of Sre- 
phen that he was carried by devout men to his burial 
with great lamentation, Ads. $.2. And God 
forbid that ſuch an one as we have Ioſt, ſhould 
dic away , as if he were not deſired; that he 
ſhould ſteal into hjs Grave, as if there were no 
potice taken of his Death. 'No my Beloved , 
weep, and-weep on 3 fit down and weep till you 
can weep no more 3 yet fiul I ſay veep nor for _ 
; our 


6 ) | 
Your loſs is unaccomptable indeed, and time 
perhaps will ſhew it to be greater then as yet you 


_ . fee. But tell me my Beloved, # he a loſer any 


way ? Nay, is he not an infinite ganer ? Is not 
this befi of all for him? Indecd to have continued 


inthe fleſh was better for you; "as the Apoſtle ſtates = 


the caſe, when hewas ſtraightened, Phil. 1. 24. 
But for him it'was far better to be diffolved. and to 
be with Chriſt. Now he enjoys a full deliverance 
fron all Correptions,all Temptations, all Afflictions: 
A fall retury of all his prayers , and breathings 
after God and Chriſt, in which he was tran(- 
ported,: when he was drawing: near his glory ; 
A full reward of all' his tiring and inceſfant Ia- 
bours. Oh bleſſed foul ! you know a'voice from 
heav'n hath faid, Bleſſed are the dead, that die in 
tbe Lord, for they reſt from their labours, and their 
_ follow them. Therefore I {ay weep not for 
IM» Sr £4 | 

There is one thing Imuſt confeſs that makes 
this providence the {adder to us. You know it is 
the Prophet Davids Prayer, Pſalm 102. 24. O 
my.God take me not. away in the midſt of my daies. 
The Lord indeed hath taken him away in the 
midſt of his daies, i and in the midſt of his Mzzi- 
firy:: But is he gone to heaven too ſoon ?. too 
ſoon. indeed -for your; but not for. him. Is he got 
home to his Fathers houfe too ſoon ? Is he with 
God and .Chriſt and! Amgels and glorified Saints 
too ſoon ? . What, doth he wiſh that he were 
back again with you ? Hath he his: everlaſting 
Reſt: too : ſoon + His-glorious recompence too 


{aoo ? : Brethren, he' wrought apacz- you know, 


whilc tit thad trenpab; and tmiſhed the work tha - 
6: £ : . Go 
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God had given him to do,betime. So' that it is ne 
wonder though he hath his wages early, ſooner 
then ſuch dull heavy ſlugs as we are. His life 
was ſhort indeed, though filled up with grace 
and duty, and God hath made. but an exchange 
of aneternal one for it. He was a burning and a 
ſhining lights burning with enflam'd aftcdions, 
till the o1l was ſpent, and ſhining in an exem- 
plary converſation, But this lamp. 1s #ot extin- 
guiſhed, but only lighted np, to flame and ſhine 
14a. more glorious place. And. there he fhall 
ſhine forth as the Sun, for ever and ever, So that I 
mult ay ſtill, weep #ot for him. | 
2. But you will ask me, for whons ſhall we 
weep then ? I anſwer, for your ſelves, and for your 
oh;ldren. 

'1.. Weep for your ſclves. The Lord you ſee 
hath made a wotful breach upon you, as it is faid 
of Vzzah, 1 Fam. 6, 8, And that your hearts 
remain unbroken, they are unſutable to this 
heavy diſpenſation. God hath remov'd his ho- 
ly faichfull ſervant, not into a blind corner, but 
into a dark pit» The grave hath newly ſbut her - 
mouth upon him , he is gone hence to be no 
more in this warld ; You ſtiall behold him now 
no more in the Land of the . living : Your 
eyes thall ſee your teacher 'here no more for ever : 
You ſhall now be no more enlightned with his 
clear inſtructions; No more exliven'd with his zea- 
lous exhortations: No more quickwed with his fer- 
vent prayers: No more warwd with his heas 
venly diſcourſes: No. more ehear'd with his 
{weet confolations::: No more: guided by-his holy 
Example. The Lord hath made him up among 
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bis Fewelr, becauſe indeed we were not worthy 
of fach a precious Gemme as he was : He hath 
in aoger and diſplealure pluckt away one of our 
Pillars, as if he meant the houſe ſhould fall. 
And ſhall we be infeaſible of ſuch a ſtroke? Shall 
we have tears enough to waſt upon our petty 
loffes,& not havea tear to ſpend on this ineſiim3= 
ble & irreparable one ? Brethren, you are allow'd 
to weephere, though not. for him, yet for your 

falves : And that eſpecially in two reſpects. - 
I. For the fins that you bave done, for they have 
made this ſad work. They are the true and real 
cauſe of all your loſſes. They are your ſins that 
binder good things that they come not to you ; 
or take them quite away when they are come. It 
God carry you aſide into a Wilderneſs and ſtrip 
yore naked there of any mzrcy 3 as it he meant to 
laſh you to the purpoſe 3 your ways and your do- 
ings have procured you theſe things, ſuch s your 
wickedneſs. Belicve it you have ſinned, fome 
way or other, againſt the mercy which the Lord 
takes from you: They are our fins againſt 
the Ordinances of the Lord, that cauſe the Lord 
to take away our Ordinances from us. They 
are our fins againſt the Mixiſters of Chriſtin that ca- 
pacity as Miniſters) that provoke him to remove 
our Miniſters from us, Yea many times to take 
away the Candleſtick and Light together. You 
may take up tae Lamentation of the Church this 
day 3 The Crown is faln from our heads , wo to 
us for we have ſinned. They are our fins that 
Weaken, and: impair and kill our Minilters, 
who are indeed the Chrrches Crown , and the 
glory of Chriſt. =: 
| | Some» 
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 Sornetimes we bins A them, and then we 
kill them with kindneſs. Sometimes. we wnder- 
value them, and then we kill them with negleR, 
and make them do their work, with prief + Some- 
times we are untracable, and unthankful, and 
unfruitfol; and God calls away his workmen 
out of the Vineyard that will yicld no better 
fruit. Nay ſometimes we decline, and grow. 
remiſs, and cold, and flat, we loſe our love to 
God and Chriſt, and then he takes away our 
Beloved comforts from us. And let metell you, 
ſome of you have backſlidden grievouſly,and ſen- 
ſibly abated of your former zeal and holineſs and 
ſtrineſs in the ways of God. Yea, ſinacd 
ſeandalouſly to the diſhonour of. Religion and 
the Goſpel: This greived our dear Brother, 
who will grieve no more now ; Ihad it from 
his mouth and. pen, how tenderly he took 
ſome. late miſcarriages, and how near they. 
went to him; Theſe things broughe bim low 
among you, who was low enough before; and 
made him to bewail many who have manifeſtly 
ſmmed, and have uit repented, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 12.21. Oh how: it woun- 
ded him, after ſo many labours and 'fo many 
ſufferings, for your eſtabliſhment and confirms- 
tian 3 to ſee ſuch declinations and backſlidings. 
He might have ſaid with the Apoſtle, 1 Theſſ. 
3. 8. Now I live if you ſtand faſt inthe Lord, 
If not I die; and dead he is. 

Oh my dear friends, what have your fins 
done ?* what hath your barrenneſs, *and your 
unfruitfulneſs, and your BackQiding done? I 
know 


__— OY 
kriow you lov'd him with a very high affe&ion, 
and” have 'made it to-appear in many outward 
declarations 'to your great praiſe. But the beſt 
+ way to ſhew' your love to the' true Miniſters 
of Chriſt, who ſeek not yours, bat you who ſeck 
not 'profit and applauſe, but Fruit; 15 to bear 
their juſt reproofs, and to be amended by them , 
#d bear and obey them in their regular directions 3 
to | follow all their good. Exarmples : for | the 
Minifters- of Chrift are Samplers to the flock, 
& Samplers muſt be wrought after. And ina word, 
# bring them. in the returnof all their labours, in 
holine(s' and 'holy walking that they may ſee the 
travel 'of their ſouls and be fatisfied. Nothing but 
this will fatisfic them , and make 'them do their 
work with Foy: IT know you lov'd him, as there 
was caufe enough you ſhould 3 but ſay in truth, 
have'you Improv'd him? I am afſur'd that many 
of you{ a conſiderable number_) have Improv'd 
him to the utmoſt of your power, That you have 
made the moſt you could, of his indefagatible and 
inceſſant pains among you- That you have ga- 
ther'd- up the very Fragments of the Bread of 
life,and pik'd _ very Crams, that nothing 
rvight be loſt. That you have eyed his exemplary 
Converſation, and walked according to your pat- 
tern. And this I make no queſtion is no ſmall 
comfort to you in this doleful day. But have 
you ell done this ? Are there no fecret Stitches 
at the hearts of any of you, upon this conſidera- 
tion? He ſent bis-ftrength indecd among” you, he 
waſted andconſumed himſelf, that you-might 
flouriſh. But tell me have there been yr 
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fruits among : you, of holineſs and obedience? 
when he fed: ybu, have you profper'd 2 he got a 
poorlcan wither'd Body, that. you might have 
fat Souls.: : And are:you all:far' and well. likeing? 
Oh what lean ſouls have' ſome of .you, who have 
attended on his Minifiry, even to his dying day ? 
How. hath: your rich -and fat -pafture been: caft 
away upon-you? So that our Brother might have 
faid ( in reference to many.) as:the Prophet. did, I 
have ſpent my firength in vain; : However he: js 
gloriow with his God. / But I am very much 
afraid that many of:you; will find this holy F3e+ 
eſs who, is. now aſcended; Witneſling, again 
you, when the day of trial comes. 

Dear friends ; Be not- offended if I tell you, that 
your ſins have had a fixoke\in'the ſickneB,and che 
weaknels,and the death of your deſervedly. belov:d 
Mimſter.. They were our ſinsthat killed: Chriſt; be 


w45 bruiſtd for our iniquities,ant broken for. our ſins s 


He bare aur fins 31 bis Body.'on the Tree: \:\And 
fo they are-our fins., that kill the Mijeiſters 
of Chriſt. : ,You -have' often ſcen. your: Saviour 
flain. before you, by and for your fins. »Now 


. you, have ſeen a holy Miniſter -of his, flam:by 


the fame-hands. , And yet your fins hve til 
ro. do more-:fuch- work, and xhe Lord: knows 
where, it will end. - There is no Execution 
done upon them, who have done ſuch dread- 
full Execution in -our-:view. Oh let : your 
hearts break, .and 'your tears.run down, | till 
your Juſts be: broken, mortitied and deftiroyed'3 
or clſe they will break you, and defiroy. you. 
It you have -aty love to Chxiſt, to the Mt 


(34). | 
niſters of Chriſt, or 4, your ſelves, you may 
ſce cauſe enough to weep, though not for our 
deceaſed Brother 3 yet for yorr ſelves, and for 
your fins. . That's the firſt thing then, weep 
for the fins that you have dove. 08 — | 

2. For the Fudgments that now you may be like 
£6 ſuffer. To this our. Saviour referth .in the 
Text , Weep for your ſelves and for your children; 
That is, for the extremity of wrath and delctery 
vengeance, that is: about to come on -you and 
them. Even fo fay I to you tmy Brethren , 
with the Apoſtle Fames 5; 1. Go to now, weep 
and howl, for your miſeris that ſhall come upon 
you. Oh let not that complaint of. the Pro- 
phet Iſaiah 57. 1. be renewed againſt you, 
The Righteous periſheth and no man layah it 9 
heart, and merciful men are taken away , none 
confidering that the Righteous is taken away from 
#he evil to come. Our dear Brother now de- 
ceaſed was a Righteous - man, yea ' a Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs. The Lord you fee hath 
taken him awayz oh what evil is to come? 
When ſuch as he are houſ'd, what dreadfut 
ſtormes may there be like to fall? Brethren, 
the holy Miniſters of God, ate the peoples 
lite-guard, The Chariots of Iſrael aud the Horſ- 
men thereof, 2 Kings 13. 14 They are 
anointed Cherubs that Cover. They are a 
Sheiter and a Covering, from the ftorm and 
from the rain, Semetimes they are. called 
Shepherds, and the buſineſs of a Shepherd 
.js to keep and favethe flock. Sometimes 
they are called Angels; and Angels > - the 
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' Guardians of the TE Jon They Guard; 
and Cover, and Protect a pcople. 
| Now this they do while they. z#ſtru# them 
| fo to walk, that wrath may not come upon 
| them while they Tetercede with God, and 
7 ſtand up in the breach, to keep out the in- 
| dignation chat is flowing in upon it. A 
| praying Miniſter (and ſuch .a one have you 
4 Joſt.) one that bare you on his heart continu- 
| ally before the Lord , ( as Aaron did the names 
- of Tſrael on his Breaſt-plate ) I ſay a praying 
4 Miniſter, is a prote&ion to the people. Its 
| true, the fervent prayers of the meaneſt Saint 
{ are an Incredible defence to any place, to fave 
| if from the ſtrokes of God. And therefore 


z kk. k. Aa &* —_ AX - Y%V Wn 


* W EEE EI i "I UNICINS 


g even they are tiled Tnterceſſors, Iſaiah 59. 16; 
e Becauſe they mediate with God when he is 
of Angry , and by their zealous Supplications 
- hold his hands. But yet however , though ic 
r be a certaine truth ; that God hath much re- 
h {ſpect to the Petitions of his weakeſt Servants, 
? yea though perhaps, ſome private Chriſtians 
i! may Excel a holy Miniſter in prayer > yet God 
1, hath more regard to the Intreatics of his 
G faithful Miniſters, who have a ſpecial charge , 
< and Commiſhon to be his Remiembrancers for 
re the good of that people, which he commicteth 
2 to their charge; and their Petitions, are of 


d more availe and power with God both to | 
d prociire his Bleflings, and. evers his Judgments. i 
d Mofes and Aaron among his Prieſts, and Samatel 
es oþ #tong vheni that call on bs name-: They called 

E upon 


| pe 4. my 
wpon the Lord, and be anſwered them, Pſalm 99, 
6;': Why doubtleſs, fo he heard the prayers 
of his other Saints. But theſe his holy Priefts 
-and ' Prophets' had the” Ear'of God ( as ſpe- 
cial favorites have their Princes Ears ) and 
could: be heard and Anfwer'd , when others 
were denied 'Acccls and Audience, And this 
$5 not obſcurely Intimated in that proteſtation 


of the Lord to Iſrael, concerning their ap- Þ 


proaching Deſolation, Ezek. 14. 14. "Though 

2 ins men, Noah, DK and Job i, x 
.” ir, ' they ſhould deliver but their own ſouls. By 
which,” he infinuates, that when 'the abſo- 
-Jure decree is-once gone forth, it can by no 
means be revok'd, fo he ſuggeſts withall, 
that «fit had been feaſible, theſe holy Pro- 
phets would' have done tt ( q. d. ) were thoſe 
-three men- in Iſrael, they would put me to it 
-hard; and” try me fhrewdly to forbear the 
-Land, I ſhould be hatdly able to deny them. 
- He / ſaid: be would defltroy them, bad not his cho- 
ſen Moſcs ftood* before: bim in the breach, to 
mn awny bis wrath, Pſalm ro6. 23. Oh 
how did: Msſes ſtand againſt him, and bind 

-the hands of: the ' Almighty, when he was 
about to ſtrike.” So that 'the Lord intreats 
and flatrers'with him-to 1&t him alone, Exodus 
32. 10, While fuch as Moſes are Interceſſors 
for a people,, God forbears, he holds _ his 
hands ,” and reſtrains his "indignation 3 as he 
thar means to ſtrike, obſerves what t ſtrength 
there 'will be: likely ro-oppoſe him'; And when 
he looks and ſees, that zbere fr no Titercefſor, _ 
c 


C99). . | 
he goes on with his deſign, Iſc;eb. 59 16. 
Then his Arm brings ſalvation to. bim, and 
be puts on the Garments of Vengeance. : 
Brethren youare in greater danger then yau, 
are. aware, by the removal of your praying 
Minitter : For you have loſt one Interceſſor ,, 


if any breach thould happen between God. 


and you. Yea you have loſt your Covering, 
if a ſtorm of wrath ſhould fall, ,So that ar. 
may be faid of you, as it was once of Iſraet. 
when Moſes was away, that you are naked; 
And what, are you in Leodicea's caſe indeed >. 
do you mot know that you are naked ? Are you. 
naked and are you not afraid? Are you nakgd-. 
and not aſhamed? This would become a ftate | 
of Innocence indeed 3 in which it was obſerved 
of Adam and his ife, that ghey were. both n+... 
hed, and were not aſhamed, Genefis 2. 5... But | 
will it ſuit with ſucha ſtate of fin and danger, .. 
as the beſt of you arcin? do-you not find.. 
your ſelves uncovered ? Have yeu noſenſe and. 
feeling of it ? eſpecially at ſuch a time. as this, , 
when the Judgments of the Lord are abroad .. 
upon the Earth , upon the Land , upon this... 
yery place in- which you live, more. waies, 
then I am able to expreſs. Alas, alas,;. 
you arc uncovered, whether you know. it; yea-}.; 
or no, And it is perhaps ſome mercy, that you; ; 
are not quite uncovered, Here . ſpend. 
your tears, and you ſhall not miſplace. your. 
_— That is acre braney.. of oy | 
Rion 3 Weep. for yoter ſelves; - For the ſing thats 
you have Fu. Far for the Suing that 
YOu may L v*'9 - 
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done. Weep for your children. Weep not: for 
me, faith Chritt,' but weep for your ſelves, 
8nd for your children. And why for them ? B.- 
caule 'their children were to bear a ſhare; and 
ſuffer with them in che wrath that' was about 
to come upon them, as you may fee Luke 19- 
43- For the daics ſhall come upon thee 
(faith our Saviour ) that thine enemies ſhall 
eaſt a Trench about thee, and compaſs thee 
round, and keep thee in on every fide, and 
ſhall ay thee even with the ground, and thy 
childrens within thee. Brethren if you have 
any tears left, drop a few upon your Chil- 
dren: you are not able to foreſee what mi- 


feries* your lirtle ones may | be reſerved tor: - 


and vverily their danger [is increaſed as well as 
wire, by this ſtroke, For you have loft a 
Cateebiſer , as well as a Preacher z you know 
what care and pains he took ,- and what 2 
gift 2nd faculty he had in inſtilling holy know- 
ledge into your children, and your little :ones, 
whi'g he' had liberty in Publick, and firergth 
. with opportunity in Private. - He took a very 
great 'delight to tamper with tham, and to 
tole them on to the fly wales 'of God ; by 
8!l-the' micans that he was able to devife. It 
© was his very laſt dcſign ( as he was alwaies 
ful] of holy projets ) to take ſome Courſe, that 
children might” be more generally Principled i 
the grounds and Fundamentals of Religion then 
they are; ' And 'I am' very. well-afſured, that 
many of your childien , have fach Liquor 


”_ (36 | 
\ 2. There.5-a ſecond yet behind, and I have 


poured - 


to all Eternity. And therefore , you have 


enough to weep that you have Joſt a Miniſter -- 


that ' was fit and apt 20 teach, not your. ſelves 
only ,'' but your children too, and » 


them khyow the way of the Lird. Not to ' 


feed the Sheep only, but to lead the Lambs 
too, and to bear them in his Boſome, as 
the expreſſion is, Iſazah 40. 11. T have 
done with the "Direions, Weep for your 
ſelves, and for your children. * . 

And now fo the cloſe of all, I fay «- 


gain Weep not for hin, his forrow--cere4 


eainly, is turned into Foy, and therefore (6 
let yours be alſo. He hath recciv'd that 
blefled S-1tence , Well done good and 
faithful Servant , enter 'wntd thy Mafters Foy. 
And let me tl you'( f ſpeak it upon 
good affurance ) he went Triumphantly to 
Glory : an Entrance was miniftred to bim 
abundantly inte the Heavenly Kingdom. *As 
he drew ' nearer Heaven ( till his Diſeaſe 


prevailed againſt his | Reaſon ) he grew 


fi} -more Heavenly, - When Grace and 
Glory were about to Joyn, Grace in him 
was moſt Glorious, Oh with what Ex- 
tafies, and Raviſhments of ſpirit did he fly 
away into the Boſome 'of his Saviour ! | 
1 have: but 'one word to add, and it 
is that of the Apoſtle Hebrews 13. Ro- 
mengber bim that had ſometimes the Rule + 
| vo 
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poured into them by his means, that they will. , 
reliſh of it as Jong as they have. a day to'live,. , 
and it 'rnay be bleſs the Lord. and him for it, 
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E ns Aid that was a bleſſed. 

Rerrieamber him, to follow him-in all 
xemplary in him, whether. concerning 


rt o a ther walking in the boly way that 
you _ at laſt "come t6 the beppy end aud 


